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Literature is said to be the mirror of 

society. When we think of this, we find 

that with the changing social scenario, 

literature gets modified. A certain practices 

are eliminated and some new ones are 

added. Similarly the other issue is that 

literature uses language as its medium. If 

we ponder upon this, it becomes visible 

that when there was no written language, 

we had the oral production of poems, 

hymns and so on. With the advent of 

written language, the oral tradition went 

into the background, but it did not finish. 

On the contrary it provided the raw 

material for constructing fine literary texts. 

Historically speaking, the invention of 

printing press revolutionized the whole 

literary world. If this is true, the recent 

development in the world of technology 

should not make us frightened. Instead 

they can serve the cause of propagating 

literature. The manuscripts reached only to 

hundreds, the books to thousands but now 

the internet and the digital accessories 

have crossed all the previous limits of 

numbers.         

We are passing through a phase of 

transition. So, it is the right time to be 

idealistic as well as realistic. In fact both 

are contradictory to each other. But, this is 

what life itself is. This is what we do at 

every 31st December assessing what we 

have really achieved during the last year 

and idealising the future. In the digital age, 

the changes in literature are bound to 

happen because we are changing the 

medium. Earlier literature was a thing to 

be listened then it became a thing to be 

read now it is a thing to be seen and 

visualized. I would like to give an example 

of course from our daily experience. All of 

us have seen the number plates of two 

wheelers and four wheelers. The number 

4141 is digitally printed in such a way that 

it looks like À à À à in Marathi. 2151 

looks like Êàk and so on. The traffic police 

may be angry at this but most us have at 

least once appreciated the creativity in it. 

The same happens in case of literature.  
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The next core issue of the thing is 

that in the postmodern world, we connot 

have clear cut boundaries of this is white 

and that is black. This is old and that is 

new. This is eastern and that is western. 

Many of us wear a Nehru – shirt or a long 

Kurta with a jeans paint. So, the formalist 

question of literatures of literariness has 

lost its value.  

Another complex issue of the 

problem is that even in the literary circles 

commercial benefits have become 

important than social or individual 

interests. Instead of the writers, the 

publishers decide what to write. They use 

different strategies to make the books best 

sellers. A large number of awards are 

instituted to promote a certain book. Like 

technology, even literature is trying to 

become user friendly and consumer 

oriented. If this continues the purpose of 

producing and studying literature will be 

endangered. Hence, the chances of 

experimental writings are becoming lesser 

day by day. On the contrary, the 

superficial writing have become popular. 

Chetan Bhagat can be put forward as an 

instance of this fact.  

Recent developments have changed 

the mode of thinking also. The seriousness 

about emotions is being lost. The advent of 

mobile phones and the technological 

advancements leading to SMS techniques 

is an example of this loss of seriousness. 

SMS has become popular in almost all age 

groups. If we observe the content of SMS, 

we realize that irony or the intellectual 

need of being different has lead to this 

loss. The examples show that everybody is 

trying to prove his smartness and for this 

reason he subverts the established facts. 

Instead of putting small stones one by one, 

the thirsty crow is using a straw to drink 

the water. Though this signifies the shift 

from hard work to smart work, the 

question remains ‘can we subvert all the 

things?’  

I would like to conclude my short 

paper with this view that in the digital age 

literature will surely get new shades but 

we need not be afraid of anything. Rather 

we need to be adoptive as well as cautious 

of selecting what to adopt and what not to.   
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